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AIIA urge Labor to appoint dedicated Digital Minister following election victory
Australia's peak body for innovation technology, the Australian Information Industry Association (AIIA),
congratulates the incoming Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and his team following its victory at the
federal election.
Innovation and digital technologies are crucial to Australia’s continued economic growth and
prosperity as Australia’s economy is increasingly underpinned by digital technologies. The AIIA looks
forward to working with the new Labor Government on implementation of its election policies including
on skills and critical technologies such as AI and Quantum and its Future Made in Australia policy to
support domestic tech procurement. It is with this in mind that the AIIA urges Labor to appoint a
cabinet level Government Services and Digital Economy Minister.
The AIIA’s proposed Minister of Government Services and the Digital Economy would be directly
responsible for ensuring that Australia is a leading digital government by 2025 and
subsequently a leading digital economy by 2030.
The AIIA has identified there is now a need to better align and coordinate the various digital economy
initiatives under one Minister and one portfolio. The previous Digital Economy Minister – a minister the
AIIA called for – has already been coordinating policy and arguing for important budget initiatives.
Creation of the Digital Economy Minister has been a good first step but now the opportunity is to have
a Minister with a singular focus and broaden the scope of digital accountabilities within that portfolio.
AIIA CEO, Mr Ron Gauci said: “Congratulations to Anthony Albanese and the Labor Party for the
election victory. The AIIA looks forward to working closely with the Labor Party to develop and deliver
policy for our critical technologies, tech regulation, manufacturing and to address our urgent digital
skills shortage. The government has the opportunity to cement Australia as a leading digital economy
by 2030, which would be a significant achievement and something to be incredibly proud of.
“A dedicated cabinet level Minister of Government Services and the Digital Economy is needed to
deliver on the digital opportunities available to Australia. The growth of Australia’s digital and
innovation economy demands a dedicated minister, as it is now Australia’s third largest economic
sector.
“Our sector could easily employ 1.5 million Australians in the next few years if the government
addresses our skills shortage and supports the sector. Our members have told us they are
increasingly looking overseas for employees due to the talent squeeze. Red tape is restricting the
digital economy and could be far better targets and coordinated. A dedicated cabinet minister is
needed to address these issues and support the ongoing growth of our digital economy.
“The recent funding commitments for our innovation sector, digital skills and critical industries are
extremely pleasing. However, we have seen in recent years funding being committed but held up by
bureaucracy, causing significant delays in the funding reaching industry. Our commercialisation of
Australian IP needs greater support to continue to deliver growth and jobs in Australia, ensuring our IP
is not sold overseas. A dedicated minister will support seeing the funding delivered to industry to
support Australia’s digital economy and digital capabilities.
“The AIIA will seek to work with the incoming government on its Future Made in Australia domestic
procurement policy to ensure Australian ICT companies are strongly considered to work with the

government. The AIIA looks forward to meeting with the government to continue to discuss how our
innovation and digital technologies can support Australia’s continued economic prosperity and
leadership in the digital economy.”
The AIIA released their Federal Government Pre-Budget and Pre-Election Policy Submission
2022, detailing 24 key recommendations to support Australia’s tech sector to grow and support the
Australian economy, selected recommendations include:
●

●
●
●

Australia’s Skills Agenda: including recommending reforming the Australian Curriculum to
prioritise the Digital Economy and Industry 5.0 capabilities for primary and secondary school
students.
Emerging Critical Technologies: Includes a Quantum Strategy to be executed within 12
months, which notes additional funding and establishes a National AI Commercialisation Hub.
Domestic Capability: Establish a ‘Made in Australia’ Office within the DPM&C.
Commercialisation Agenda: Undertake urgent work to support globally-viable
commercialisation off the back of government-assisted research. Create a separate R&D
software tax incentive and expand the limited scope of the proposed patent box.

The AIIA is a not-for-profit organisation aimed at fuelling Australia’s future social and economic
prosperity through tech innovation and remains committed to working with all levels of Government to
secure Australia’s digital future.
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About AIIA
The Australian Information Industry Association (AIIA) is Australia’s peak representative body and
advocacy group for those in the digital ecosystem. Since 1978 AIIA has pursued activities to stimulate
and grow the digital ecosystem, to create a favourable business environment for members and to
contribute to Australia’s economic prosperity. We do this by delivering outstanding member value by
providing a strong voice of influence; building a sense of community through events and education;
enabling a network for collaboration and inspiration; developing compelling content and relevant and
interesting information.

